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Cover Photograph: This photograph of a large Grass Tree (Xanthorrhoea australis) was taken 

by David McDonald. Several impressive Grass Trees, some of which were just starting to flower, 

were seen during our excursion last month to the Rushworth Forest. The Grass Tree has been 

suggested as a good choice for a common emblem for Field Naturalists Clubs in Australia because 

members of the genus are so widely recognised as Australian and they occur in all States and 
erritories. 
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Bird of the Night: White-browed 
Scrub-wren (Sericornis frontalis) 
Author: Bill Flentje 


Calls 

Harsh scolding call when agitated. Other 
calls include high pitched single or double 
notes quickly repeated and other variations. 
Mimicry of other bird calls is sometimes 
heard. 

Appearance 

A small bird, 12 - 14 cm long. Male and 
female of similar plumage, generally dark 
greyish-brown in colour with some cinnamon 
on the rump. A distinctive white eyebrow, 
whitish throat extending narrowly partly 
across the lower neck. Two white bars are 
visible on the shoulder of the wings. The iris 
of the eye is dull white. The bill is sharp and 
dark. 

Food 

Consists of insects found on the ground or in 
the low undergrowth, 

Habitat 

Fairly dense undergrowth and gullies in 
higher rainfall areas to the south of the 
Bendigo district. 

Breeding 

Breeding may begin in July and extend to 
January. The nest is dome-shaped with a 
side entrance, built close to the ground 
among thick vegetation, and well concealed. 
The nest consists of fine twigs, rootlets, 
shreds of bark, and grass. Two or 3 eggs are 
laid which are pale purplish or bluish with 
dark spots forming a band at the larger end. 
The incubation and fledging periods are 
probably similar to those of another 
Sericornis species which is known to be 21 
days for incubation and 21 days for fledging, 
General 

They occur singly, in pairs, or in small 
groups. Because of their habitat they are not 
readily seen, but they are inquisitive and 


unafraid, and, if you remain quiet and still, 


they usually appear. They generally move 
along the ground in short hops. They appear 
to remain in their territory throughout the year 
and from year to year, and have been known 
to live for up to 12 years. They have been 
observed at Emu Creek, Strathfieldsaye, 
Murray River at Echuca, Lyal Glen near 
Eppalock, Mt Alexander, and Sedgwick. 


One nest was built against a basket in a wash- 
house at Strathfieldsaye, another in a rolled- 
up tree guard in a shed. Sometimes their 
nests are built right on the ground and are 
well hidden. The female plumage appears to 
be generally duller than that of the male. One 
observation was reported of an obsession of 
one Scrub-wren which attacked its image in a 
window. The problem was only finally 
eliminated when the whole area of glass was 
covered with paper to prevent the reflection. 


They appear to tolerate other wrens and small 
birds in their territory, feeding together. For 
such a small bird, they build a quite bulky 
nest. They are found neither in the Whipstick 
nor in bushland close to Bendigo, and, in 
fact, they are not often seen in the Bendigo 
district. They are usually found close to 
streams or in moist areas. White-browed 
Scrub-wrens are not found in trees or shrubs 
but are strictly ground dwellers and, 
therefore, their main natural predators are 
probably snakes and lizards. 


Excursion report: Mitiamo Rock 


Author: Win Demeo 


On Sunday August 18th, 23 members and 
friends of the BFNC went on the excursion to 
Mitiamo Rock, now known as Mt Terrick 
Terrick and to the Terrick Forest. Even 
before we reached our destination several 
interesting observations were made: On the 
road between Kamarooka and Dingee, I saw 
3 Brolgas; near Sebastian, Bob Allen saw 
quite a lot of Whirrakee Wattle flowering; 
between Raywood and Dingee, bird life was 
prolific on the powerlines; Bill Flentje saw a 
mob of about 20 kangaroos near the rock; Alf 
Howe found a dead Masked Lapwing on the 
road and we all had a close look at its spurred 
wings. 


After we had all arrived at the rock, we 
walked around and over it and saw wallabies, 
White-plumed Honeyeaters, Brown Tree- 
creeper, Grey-crowned Babblers, Red- 
rumped Parrots, White-eared Honeyeater, 
Gilbert's Whistler, Peregrine Falcon, Hooded 
Robin, Horsfield's Bronze Cuckoo, 
Starlings, Willy Wagtail, Little Eagle, Brown 
Falcon. Plants in flower were: Deane's 
Wattle (Acacia deanii), Grey Mistletoe 


(Amyema quandang), Nodding Blue Lily 
(Stypandra glauca), and Rock Isotome. 
Other plants seen were: Small-leafed 
Clematis, Box Mistletoe (Amyema miquelii). 


We had our lunch at the picnic area and then 
drove through the Terrick Forest to 
Boucher's Rock, Reigel's Rock and Bennet's 
Rock, which were all climbed by some of our 
group. We also visited Boat Rock where the 
Aboriginal wells are and saw the Tiny Duck- 
weed. Sam Harrison saw a Dragon Lizard in 
the Terrick Forest, where we also saw about 
20 kangaroos. 


Thanks to Alf Howe for leading the 
excursion and to John Lindner for taking me. 


Silvereyes - villains again! 
Author: Tom Burton 


Silvereyes possess a formidable reputation as 
pests of fruit crops of many kinds, grapes, 
apricots, and cherries are a few. Their role as 
disseminators of wed species is probably less 
well known. John Liddy (1985) outlined the 
Silvereye's association with the naturalised 
plant Lantana camara, a weed well 
established over a wide area of north-eastern 
Australia between Cooktown (Q) and 
Ulladulla (NSW). ~ 


Liddy captured birds in mist-nets, collected 
their faeces and examined this for Lantana 
seeds. Lantana produces copious globular 
fruits, 5 - 7 mm in diameter, each containing 
a single seed. While Lantana spreads by 
layering, it is apparently introduced into new 
areas by birds. Lantana seeds were found in 
the scats of Varied Trillers and Lewin's 
Honeyeaters but, by far the greatest numbers 
found were in the scats of Silvereyes: from 
1227 Silvereye scats 2007 seeds were 
recovered. Liddy sowed a sample of these 
seeds and they germinated successfully, so 
Silvereyes appear to be the main dispersers of 
Lantana, but their culpability does not end 
there. 


Two leaf-mining beetles have been 
introduced into south-east Queensland to 
combat Lantana. One called Uroplata has 
been established successfully and it provides 
a welcome, protein-rich dietary supplement 


for Silvereyes - a change from berries. The 
other, Octotoma, has failed to establish itself 
and, of only 2 specimens found during 
Liddy's 6 year study, one was only a few sad 
remains in a Silvereye scat. So, Silvereyes 
not only spread the weed, they also destroy 
its enemies. 


Lantana does not provide much nectar for 
birds. Only 2 small nectar-eaters are known 
to feed on Lantana nectar and, presumably, 
pollinate the plant, the Brown Honeyeater and 
...the Silvereye! In its establishment as a 
weed over such a wide area, Lantana has 
found a valuable ally indeed. 


To set against this tale of woe, Silvereyes 
also disseminate seeds from a number of 
native berry-producing plants, such as some 
species of Saltbush (Rhagodia sp.), and 
Silvereyes must be admired as the ultimate 
opportunists, even when their strategies for 
survival conflict with human plans. 


Reference 

Liddy, J. (1985). 'A note on the associations 
of birds and Lantana near Beerburrum, south- 
eastern Queensland’. Corella 9(4): 125-126. 


The Mallee Mouse Spider 
Author: Fred Watts 


Some weeks ago I was shown a live 
specimen of the male Mallee Mouse Spider, 
Missulena occatoria, with its scarlet head and 
cephalothorax, dark purplish-blue abdomen 
and unusually long palps. It was found by 
my brother near his home workshop that is a 
few doors away from our residence. Neither 
of us had seen this species of spider before 
although it is said to be widespread. 


The male is nomadic with no fixed abode, 
while the female, which is larger and 
sluggish, and blackish-brown, makes a 3 to 4 
foot (1 metre or so) tunnel underground. It 
seems that these spiders are more common in 
south-western NSW. 


It is interesting to know that, for many years, 
the male was thought to be a different species 
because it is so different from the female. 


It is possible that our specimen of the Mouse 
Spider came from the Rufus River, out west 
of Wentworth, as my brother and his son had 
a camping and fishing trip there earlier this 
year - it could have got caught up in some of 
their gear. 


The Rufa group of Pterostylis orchids 
Author: Tom Patullo 


It is claimed that, Australia wide, there are 
some 40 species of Pterostylis orchids in the 
Rufa group, while only a quarter of them 
have been named. The members of this 
group which are found in the Bendigo area 
are: 


Pterostylis rufa also found in 
all other States 

Pterostylis boormanii also in NSW, 
Vic., SA. 

Pterostylis setifera also in NSW, 
SA. 

Pterostylis woolsii also in Q, 
NSW. 

PteroStylis pusilla also in NSW, 
SA, WA 

Pterostylis biseta also in NSW, 
SA. 


Pterostylis excelsa 
Pterostylis maxima 


David Jones lists P. biseta, P. excelsa and P. 
maxima as 3 separate species. He also claims 
that there is another variety of Pterostylis 
biseta which is found locally but which is 
unnamed. When I sent him 2 specimens 
from my property at Maiden Gully during 
their last flowering season (late spring 1990), 
he was able to identify one as Pterostylis 
maxima but replied that the other was an 
unnamed species. 


Other named species in this group of Rufa 
Greenhood Orchids which we do not think 
occur in this area are: 


Pterostylis gibbosa NSW 
Pterostylis neriphila SA exclusively 
Pterostylis ovata SA 

Pterostylis hamata 


Pterostylis hamata was reported for Bendigo 
many years ago but not confirmed in recent 
years, however, I think that I saw it last 
November in the Whipstick but, when I 


returned with Rod Orr a few days later to 
confirm this sighting, the specimen had been 
eaten off (by a wallaby?). 


Some members of the Rufa group seem to 
favour land which has been disturbed and has 
become rehabilitated naturally, such as old 
mining ground for example. Areas in the 
Whipstick (mining land) and on my land 
(where an old stump had been dug out) are 
typical disturbed growing sites. The species 
which I know grow well on such sites are, 
Pterostylis setifera, Pterostylis maxima, 
Pterostylis excelsa, and Pterostylis biseta, 
while Pterostylis boormanii grows on a rocky 
outcrop on a dry, gravelly hill in the 
Whipstick and Pterostylis rufa and 
Pterostylis pusilla favour flatter and more 
friendly areas of the northern Whipstick. 


Wattle it be? 
Author: Peter Ellis 


Further to the subject of Whirrakee Wattle, I 
think, from memory, that.there is a small 
stand in the Rushworth Forest (along with 
Acacia flexifolia) and another stand at 
Inglewood. There is, or was, one isolated 
roadside specimen at Sedgwick and one other 
single plant in the Mandurang Forest. 
However, by far, its home is to be found 
throughout the Whipstick scrub and 
associated forest and the 
Barnadown/Fosterville side of the Wellsford 
Forest. A stand of Whirrakee Wattle is also 
to be found within the boundary of the City 
of Bendigo on the ridge behind the Bendigo 
Ordnance Factory - the Cohn street side of the 
Jackass Flat Flora Reserve.. Melaleuca 
wilsonii and Boronia anemonifolia are 2 other 
showy plants to be found there. 


I believe I had a second letter from A. Court 
(Botanist, National Herbarium) concerning 
Acacia hakeoides and Acacia williamsonii. 
This letter I've since lost or it may be hidden 
away in the Club Archives. 


There are plants of a larger form of Whirrakee 
Wattle that pop up in the Whipstick here and 
there. Their phyllodes are broader - mid-way 
between A. williamsonii and A. pycnantha 
(Golden Wattle). 


My question to Mr Court would have been, 
"Is it a hybrid between these 2 species or is 
the true Acacia hakeoides?". 1 think that the 
answer was, "Acacia hakeoides (Hakea 
Wattle)". Even if my memory is correct and 
this was the answer, I still wonder if A. 
williamsonii is really just a variation ie. 
Acacia hakeoides var. williamsonii. 


This could be a good discussion point for the 
Botany Group (?). From memory, the 
critical difference between A. hakeoides and 
A. williamsonii lies in the attachment of the 
seeds within the pod, one is hairy, the other 
isn't. 


So, wattle it be? Hakea or Whirrakee? Any 
comments? 


Annual Report of the Mammal Survey 
Group 1990-1991 
Author: Bill Holsworth 


The major activity of the Group during the 
past year was the construction and placement 
of nest boxes suitable for small arboreal 
mammals. A grant of $1,000 was received in 
May 1990 from the Special Project Grants to 
Conservation, Cultural Heritage and 
Environmental Groups. Several working 
bees to construct the boxes were organised. 
Some involved most of the group, others 
were attended by only a few members. The 
nest boxes were constructed of pine or scrap 
hardwood, and dipped in wax. J. Lindner 
has photographed and recorded the 
measurements of the several different designs 
used. 


The Grant was given to put nest boxes in 
Spring Gully Reservoir (SGR) and 126 
boxes have been placed there in six sites. To 
support the information on mammals in areas 
adjacent to the nest boxes the group did 
several spotlight surveys. 


Funds for nest boxes were received last year 
from Big Hill Primary School and 
Mandurang Primary School (MPS). This 
year Spring Gully Primary School requested 
nest boxes and with the help of the Shire of 
Strathfieldsaye 15 nest boxes were installed. 
At MPS. 20 boxes were put up and spotlight 
surveys were conducted. Rob Watkins 


presented to the students an audio-visual 
program on natural history. 


Another major field activity was to provide 
assistance to a Monash University graduate 
student, Todd Soderquist, to monitor tuan 
activity during a critical period of their 
reproductive cycle. Radio collared tuans in 
two areas of the Whipstick were monitored 
almost every evening from 22 Oct. to 7 Nov. 
1991 by members of the Mammal Survey 
Group. We were able to promptly identify 
the loss of the adult female to a cat(?) which 
resulted in the rescue of the young. 


During the year (starting Oct. 1990) the group 
held 11 monthly meetings. Three of these 
had members presenting special topics, and 
one guest speaker address the group. The 
following is a calendar of the groups activities 
and meeting topics or activities. 


Summary of meetings in 1990-91 
September 1990: Confirmation of officers for 
1990-91: Chairman - Laurie Leeson, Vice- 
chairman - John Burtonclay, Hon. Secretary - 
Bill Holsworth, Property Officer - Ian 
Fenselau. 


October: Planning for MPS nest boxes to be 
built and placed. Spotlight survey at MPS. 
Todd Soderquist was our guest speaker. He 
presented his interim results on the tuan study 
and requested our assistance to monitor two 
tuan nests with young at the critical time of 
young independence. 


November: Planning spotlight survey at 
MPS, and checking nest boxes at SGR. 


December: Christmas BBQ at Rob and 
Glenise Moors. 


February 1991: Jack Ipsen described his 


summer activities with the Monash University 
fossil dig at Lancefield. He brought a few 
quaternary mammal fossil bones and teeth. 
John Robinson reported on his "fox" study in 
Tasmania. 


March: Organise spotlight trip. Plan budget 
for remaining grant funds. 


April: Discuss results of nest box use by 
small mammals. 


May: Discuss the SGR project and final 
report. Barred Bandicoot Biology in Victoria 
and current research results presented by Dr 
Holsworth. 


June: Discussion of various topics - 
Thylacines, predator proof fences, nest box 
use, Gellibrand Hill trip. 


July: Discussion of various topics. 


August 1991: Annual General Meeting, 
review of activities, plans for 1991-2. New 


officers proclaimed: Chairman -John 
Burtonclay; Vice-Chairman - David 
McDonald; Hon. Secretary - Bill Holsworth; 
Property Officer - Ian Fenselau. Discussions 
of mammalian reproductive patterns and 
predation, methods of predator control using 
genetic engineering, and other topics. 
Organise for SGR nest box checking on 8 
Sept. 1991. 


Summary of Field Activity 

Spotli r : MPS - 22 Oct 90; 
Goornong/Bendigo Creek - 23 Mar 91; SGR - 
31 May 91; 

Nest box placement: SGR-18 Aug 90; MPS - 
9 Oct 90; MPS -16 Oct 90; SGR- 28 Oct 90; 
SGR-5 May 91, SGPS-12 May 91. 

Nest box checks: SGR - 28 Oct 90; SGR - 25 
Nov 90; MPS -15 Nov 90; SGR - 14 Jan 
1991; SGR - 5 May 91; MPS - 7 May 91; 
Radio-tracking: Whipstick- 20 Oct 
90.(demonstration to group), 22 Oct to 7 
Nov. (daily monitoring by individuals and 
small groups). 

Gellibrand Hill Park; Observation of barred 
bandicoot research and conservation project - 
3 August 91. 


Bendigo Field naturalists Club Inc. 
Annual report 1990-1991 
Author: Jane Cleary 


The Bendigo Field Naturalists Club has 58 
family memberships and 80 single 
memberships; the average attendance at 
meetings is about 40. The Club magazine, 
Whirrakee, is published 11 times each year 
and distributed to members. The Club holds 
its General Meetings monthly followed by a 
monthly excursion. The Committee has a 
monthly meeting at members’ homes. 


The BFNC has 2 active sub-groups: The Bird 
Observers Group which meets monthly at the 
same venue used for General Meetings; the 

Survey Group which meets monthly 
in members’ homes. 


The Club is represented on the following 
community groups: 

Campaspe Dryland Working Group 

Bendigo 2020 Community Resource Group 
Land Protection Regional Advisory 
Committee 

Whipstick Management Committee 

Roadside Conservation Committee. 


The Club's program and activities for 1990- 

1991 were as follows: 

September 1990 

Excursions Salomon Gully to look at 

spring flowers, led by Peter Ellis. 
Camp-out at Nombinnie 

Nature Reserve with Mid-Murray FNC. 

Assistance with the Department of 

Conservation and Environment Holiday 

Activities Program. 

The Committee supported and endorsed the 

Lake Boort Concept Plan. 

October 

Meeting Joe and Phyl Dowling showed 

a series of their Nature Films 

Excursions One-tree Hill to look at plants, 

led by David McDonald and Rod Orr. 


The Club was represented at a meeting at the 
Land Protection Office to discuss setting up a 
Seed Orchard in Bendigo. 

November 

Meeting Beri Perry gave a talk on 
‘Caring for Orphaned Animals’. 

Excursions Due to 
extremely dry conditions the planned 
excursion to Black Hill Flora Reserve was 
cancelled. 

VWFNCA Camp-out at the 

Grampians NP. 
The Marong Shire approached the Club for 
assistance in choosing a floral letterhead for 
their official stationery; they chose the Finger 
Flower (Cheiranthera cyanea). 


A submission was written in support of the 
Mt Alexander Protection group objecting to 
the extension of quarrying on the mountain. 


December 

Meeting Christmas tea and social night. 
At this meeting, Evelyn Leamon was made a 
Life Member of the BFNC and was presented 
with her certificate. 

Excursions To Lyal Glen for an afternoon 
tea with Jean and Jack Ipsen. 

Members attended the official opening of the 
Land Protection Research Centre. The Club 
purchased a Wireless Microphone using 
donations from Club Members. 

February 1991 

Meetings Members showed holiday 
slides. 

Excursions An  afternoon/evening 
excursion to Millwood Dam led by John 
Guley. 

Members attended a meeting to hear about the 
proposed Bendigo Bushland Trail and also 
inspected part of the route. 

A submission was written in response to the 
Bendigo Bushland Trail proposals. 

March 


Meeting Dean Hewish spoke on Barn 
Owls. 
Excursions Bendigo Sewerage Farm to 


observe waterbirds, led by John Lindner. 
VFENCA/WVENCA Camp-out 
at Howman's Gap. 
Easter camp-out at Mt Samaria 
SP. 
The launch of the Bendigo 2020 Strategy 
Plan was attended by members. 
April 
Meeting Christine Hayward and Peg 
Gray, Volunteer Guides of the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Melbourne, presented their talk, 
‘Early Australian Botanists' (which was 
serialised in Whirrakee). 
Excursions Mt. Camel and Mt Ida to 
examine the aboriginal axe quarry and look 
for fossils. 


Members assisted with Heritage walks at 
Kennington Reservoir organised by the Shire 


of Strathfieldsaye. 
May 
Meeting John Starks from RAOU 


spoke on the Orange-bellied Parrot. 
Excursion A walk along the Big Hill 
Range from Big Hill on the Calder Highway 
to Sedgwick, led by J Lindner. 

June 
Meeting Arthur 
Arachnids, 


Hall spoke on 


Excursions To Fryerstown with the 
Castlemaine FNC to study geology, history 
and birds. 

Members guided the newly- 
formed Broken Creek FNC on a visit to the 
Kamarooka State Park. 


A submission to the Bendigo 2020 Strategy 
Plan was submitted. 

Inquiries were made to the Department of 
Conservation and Environment on Tree 
Habitat Policy. 


This was our final meeting at the Department 
of Agriculture, Epsom after 16 years of 
meeting there. The Department has been 
most generous in accommodating our 
meetings and providing us with Library space 
over the years. A letter of appreciation to this 
effect was written to the Regional Manager of 
DARA. 


The Natural History Bibliography compiled 
by John Berry was received on computer 
disk. 


July 
Meeting Berry Vardy spoke on 
Australian Butterflies. 


Peter Morrison addressed the Club on the 
seminar that he was organising, 'Wildlife - 
attracting the good ones, managing the 
others’. 


Excursion — Kooyoora State Park, led by R 
Orr to look for orchids and other interesting 
plants. 


This month's meeting was the first General 
Meeting to be held in the new venue, the 


Bicentennial Room, Kangaroo Flat 
Secondary College. 

August 

Meeting Don Franklin showed slides 


and talked about the Swamp Gum Forest 
habitat at Yellingbo where he is working on 
conserving the endangered Helmeted 
Honeyeater. 


The reprinted Eucalypts of the Bendigo 
District was received from the printers and 
made available to members. 


Excursions Alf Howe led an excursion to 
Mitiamo Forest and Mount Terrick Terrick to 
look for plants and to watch birds. 


Throughout the year, we have had support 
from the Department of Conservation and we 
have also cooperated with them whenever 
they required our assistance. 


Members have reported on Club activities 
throughout the year and special mention must 
go to Win Demeo for her regular reports to 
Whirrakee. 


The specimen table at meetings provides 
information of interest - special thanks to 
Tom Patullo, Bob Allen and Ken Fishley. 


Thanks to our President and Editor of 
Whirrakee and to his assistant, Laurie 
Leeson. Laurie also reviews the monthly 
publications received by the Club. Thanks 
also to David McDonald for his photographic 
work for Whirrakee. 


Looking to the future, name badges for 
members are being investigated. A 
suggestion has been made that we should 
organise one lecture each year to be open to 
the general public. The possibility of a 
common logo for all Australian FNCs is also 
being considered. 


During the year the Club has had for sale, 
Tasmanian Wilderness Calendars, Souvenir 
Glasses, Wildflowers of Bendigo, and 
Eucalypts of the Bendigo District. 


Anne Bridley has continued to research the 
material on the birds that are residents to or 
visitors in the district for the forthcoming 
Club book, Birds of the Bendigo District. 
Anne has been assisted by many Club 
Members and we are all indebted to her for 
the many hours of work which she has put in 
to this task. We all look forward to this 
publication later in the year. ; 


Finally, I would like to thank all of those 
people who, without fail, have answered my 
questions and given me whatever help I have 
requested during my years as Secretary. 
Thank you all very much! 


Yellingbo State Nature Reserve Camp- 
out 
Author: Don Franklin 


Members of the Bendigo FNC Inc are invited 
to camp at Yellingbo during November 15 to 
17, 1991. 


Recommended route to Yellingbo 
From Bendigo, travel via Heathcote, 
Seymour, Yea, and Yarra Glen. From Yarra 
Glen, proceed towards Lilydale. Soon after 
joining the Maroondah Highway and after 
passing through Coldstream, turn left into the 
Warburton Highway. Pass through the town 
of Wandin. In Seville, turn right at the 
bottom of the hill just past the bridge over 
Wandin Yallock Creek. Proceed for several 
kilometres, turning left down the road 
signposted to Yellingbo. Turn right into the 
gravel road signposted to Macclesfield and 
Monbulk and proceed for about 3km. The 
laneway on the right (with gates which will 
be unlocked from Friday 6pm or earlier by 
arrangement) leads you to the campsite on the 
bank of Woori Yallock Creek. 
Facilities 
Toilets; shelter against bad weather; drinking 
water; hot water; power (in shed). 
What to bring 
Gumboots are essential - waders, if you have 
any; Binoculars. 
Supplies available 
Petrol & limited food at Yellingbo. 
Activities 
Bird-watching and Botany in the Manna Gum 
forest, Cockatoo Swamp and artificial 
wetland. Wildflower areas are in the drier 
forest. Half-day trip to Mountain Ash forest 
and Cool-temperate Rain Forest (Beech; 
Sassafras). 
Bird Specialties (none guaranteed) 
Helmeted Honeyeater; Spotless Crake; 
Southern Emu-wren; Red-browed Tree- 
creeper; Marsh Harrier; King Parrot; Yellow- 
tailed Black Cockatoo. 
Contact 
John Guley 49 3479 
Don Franklin 059 648 335 
059 648 341 


(Home) 
(Work) 


Bird Notes and Observations 
(September 1991) 
Author: Bird Observers Group 


Breeding 

Spotted Pardalote, Junortoun, 6/9/91 
Magpie, Junortoun, 6/9/91 

Crested Pigeon, Junortoun, 3/9/91 
White-browed Scrubwren, Strathfieldsaye, 
20/8/91 

White-plumed Honeyeater, Calivil, 6/8/91 
Fairy Martin, Prairie West, 4/8/91 
Grey-crowned Babbler, Lake Eppalock, 
5/8/91 

Welcome Swallow, Sedgwick, 3/9/91 


Highlights 

Pied Butcherbird, 3, Calivil, August 1991 
Pied Butcherbird, Prairie West, 4/8/91 
Mallee Ringneck, Terrick Terrick, 18/8/91 
Brolga, 2, Tang Tang area, 18/8/91 


Records 

Pallid Cuckoo, 1, One Tree Hill, 4/8/91 
Pallid Cuckoo, Mandurang, 28/8/91 

Pallid Cuckoo, Sedgwick, 6/9/91 

Horsfield Bronze-cuckoo, 2, Junortoun, 
5/9/91 

Black-eared Cuckoo, 1, Junortoun, 3/9/91 
Black-eared Cuckoo, 1, One Tree Hill, 
6/9/91 

Fantailed Cuckoo, 1, One tree Hill, 4/8/91 
Darter, 1, Mandurang South, 4/9/91 
Chestnut Teal, 2, Mandurang South, 13/8/91 
Chestnut Teal, 4, Mandurang South, 25/8/91 
Chestnut Teal, 1, Mandurang South, 1/9/91 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike, 1, Sedgwick, 
7/9/91 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike, 2, Lyal Glen, 
7/8/91 

Flame Robin, 2, Lyal Glen, 25/8/91 
Intermediate Egret, 4, Tang Tang, 18/8/91 
Cattle Egret, 1, Junortoun, 6/9/91 

Western Gerygone, 1, Junortoun, 6/9/91 
Chestnut-rumped Thornbill, 2, Junortoun, 
4/9/91 

Buff-banded Rail, 1, Lyal Glen, 3/9/91 
Straw-necked Ibis, 200 - 300, 2/9/91 

Golden Whistler, 1, Mandurang, 10/8/91 
Red-rumped Parrot, 2, Bendigo City, 3/9/91 
Diamond firetail, 5, Mandurang, 7/9/91 

Pied Currawong, 5, Flora Hill/Strathdale, 
7/9/91 

Olive-backed Oriole, 1, One Tree Hill, 4/8/91 
Common Myna, 2, Myers Flat, 22/8/91 


Common Myna, 2, Mandurang, 28/8/91 
Common Myna, 2, Junortoun, 5/9/91 


Checklists 

Junortoun, July & August 

Calivil, August 

Carnie’s Reserve, Prairie West, 4/8/91 
One Tree Hill RP, 4/8/91, 12/8/91, 15/8/91 
Kennington Forest, 5/8/91 

Terrick Terrick SP, 18/8/91 

Kamarooka SP, 18/8/91 

Dingee, 18/8/91 

Kennington Forest, 1/9/91 


Notes 

Pied Butcherbirds are rarely seen in Victoria 
far from the Murray River, so the sightings of 
these birds at Calivil and Prairie West are 
unusual. The Mallee Ringnecks also leave 
their stronghold in the north-west very rarely. 


The best news of the month was the record of 
a Grey-crowned Babbler’s nest with young at 
Lake Eppalock. The Babbler colony in the 
area has been under observation for years and 
any evidence of breeding is good news for 
the future of this species which is feared to be 
in decline. 


The worst news came in the records of 
increasing presence of the Common Myna, 
ever closer in to Bendigo. The spread of this 
bird has a grim inevitability about it. One pair 
was seen to drive Starlings away from an 
artificial nest-box that had been used 
previously by Eastern Rosellas. 


An attempt is being made to determine the 
status of the Brolga by an organisation called 
‘Friends of the Brolga’. Landholders are 
encouraged to keep records of Brolgas on 
their properties in order to learn of the birds’ 
numbers and movements. Anyone interested 
in participating in this scheme should contact 
Glenise Moors who has details. 


No Pelicans were recorded in the Calivil 
irrigation channels this winter. Since the wet 
years, 1973-1975, Pelicans have fished the 
channels in varying numbers each year, 
reaching a peak in local population during the 
European Carp plague. 


BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INC. 


GENERAL ACCOUNT 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 JULY 1991. 


RECEIPTS 
Membership 1962.00 
Subscription 208.00 
Supper 55m. 
Donation 127.00 
Sales 1167 .50 
Interest 794.77 
Mandurang P.S. (boxes) 200.00 
: $4514.79 
Deficit for year $1117.29 
$5632.08 


Bank Balance at 1 August 1990 


Cheque A/c 1601.65 
Term Deposit 5443.95 
$7045.60 


EXPENDITURES 
Whirrakee Production 
Whirrakee Postage 
Subscription 

Petty Cash 

Bank Charges 

Guest Speaker Costs 


Stationary 
Miscellaneous :- 

Printing notices 13 
Mandurang P.S. » 
Transfer Pubn. A/c 1058 
Insurance 167 
Mammal Group 407 
Sound System 1258 
Social costs 20 
Frame 12 
P.O. Box rental 35 
Bird Group 65 
Key Deposit 50 


1328.35 
553.01 
265.00 

75.00 
29.98 
245.00 
21.95 
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3113.79 
$5632.08 


Bank Balance at 31 July 1991 


Cheque A/c 62.97 
Term Dep. 4515.34 


Term Dep. 1350.00 
Deficit for year 


5928.31 


1117.29 


$7045.60 


I have examined the documents and records supporting the above statements of 


receipts and expenditures and I am able to report that in my opinion the 


statement of receipts and expenditures as shown, fairly reflects the transactions 


that have taken place in the bank accounts of the Bendigo Field Naturalists 


Club Inc. during the financial year ended 31 July 1991. 


a 
4 


” 
D.DdWrig C.P.A. 


Auditor / 9/91 


BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INC. 

PUBLICATION ACCOUNT 
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 JULY 1991 
RECEIPTS EXPENDITURE 
Sales: Bank Charges 11.16 


Wildflowers of Bendigo 1st Ed. 162.00 
2nd Ed. 2568.00 


Postage Receipts 4.60 Surplus for year 3988.53 
Interest 1249.09 
General A/C refund 16.00 

$3999'.69 $3999.69 


Bank Balance at 1 August 1990 Bank Balance at 31 July 1991 
Cheque A/C 272.57 Cheque A/C 441,40 
State Inv. A/C 194,47 State Inv. A/C 1157.73 
Term Deposit 8900.00 Term Deposit 7078.53 
9367.04 Term Deposit A677.91 
Surplus for year 3988.53 133 5 5e5y/ 
$13355.57 $13355.57 


I have examined the documents and records supporting the above statements of 
receipts and expenditures and I am able to report that in my opinion the 
statement of receipts and expenditures as shown, fairly reflects the transactions 
that have taken place in the bank accounts of the Bendigo Field Naturalists 

Club Inc. during the financial year ended 31 July 1991. 


D.D.Wright/ C.P.A. 


Auditor /ifyfy 


Diary 
Meetings 
Wednesday October 9, 7:30pm, Kangaroo Flat Secondary College Bicentennial Room. 

Speaker: Neil Armstrong, ‘The beauty of our little native fish’. Neil will illustrate his talk 
with slides of native fish which we seldom see. He says that "it is a pleasure to show what is 
hidden away in our streams." . 


Wednesday November 13, 7:30pm, Kangaroo Flat Secondary College Bicentennial Room. 
Speaker: Barry Harvey, "The Canning Stock Route’. — 


Wednesday, December 11, Christmas social evening. 


Bird Observers Group 
Friday November 1, 7:30pm, Kangaroo Flat Secondary College Bicentennial Room. 


Mammal Survey Group 
Wednesday October 23, 8pm, Alan Spence's home, 97 Carpenter Road, Bendigo (42 3067) 


Committee meeting 
Wednesday October 16 , 8pm, Maurie Stone's home, Browning St, Kangaroo Flat (47 7787) 


Excursions | . 

Sunday October 13: Wildflower Drive. Leader: Anne Bridley. This is planned as a half-day 
local excursion - a Spring visit to a very interesting part of the One Tree Hill Regional Park. 
Morning will be a better time to see and hear birds, so we will leave from Havlin Street at 10am 
and travel to the Strathfieldsaye Road end of Wildflower Drive. There is room for several cars to 


_park near the picnic table just inside the entrance to Wildflower Drive. 


Sunday October 20: Excursion to the Muckleford Forest. The Bendigo Native Plant Group has 
organised a Train trip from the Maldon Railway Station to the forested areas along the line 
between Maldon and Castlemaine. The train is scheduled to leave at lpm, 2pm, 3pm, and 4pm. 
Those who are interested in investigating the forest will be delivered there and set free for a walk 
around and then picked up again later in the afternoon and taken back to Maldon. The cost is $4 
for adults and $2 for children for each return trip. Bendigo FNC members are invited to join in 
with the Bendigo Native Plant Group on this rail excursion to the Muckleford Forest. 


November 15 - 17: Excursion/Camp-out at Yellingbo State Nature Reserve. Leader: Don 
Franklin (see notice on Page 7 for further details), ; ra 


Sunday December 15: Tang Tang Swamp (if it is wet enough!) 


Supper oo 

The usual arrangements for supper are as follows: members either bring a plate or pay $1 for 
supper. This small amount is used by the Treasurer to reimburse members who purchase 
essential supper supplies. Helpers for the October meeting are: J Cleary; J Guley; L Ruedin. 


